Buford Middle School

2015-2016 Elective Registration Form

Eighth Grade
Student Name __________________________________________________________

                           (Last Name)                      (First Name)                             (Middle Initial)

Eighth grade students have an option to take up to 2 periods of electives depending on the other courses that they are placed in. Please fill out the registration form below. School counselors will do their best to honor your requests. 
Year Long Electives (Application and/or Audition Required)
       Please place a √ mark if you are interested in a class from the following list:    

	Band (must be a current Band student)
	

	Orchestra (must be a current Orchestra student)
	

	Chorus
	

	Avid
	


Additional Electives
      Please rank your TOP 3 choices (1, 2, and 3) from the following list:

	*Spanish
	

	*French
	

	Art (Year Long)
	

	*Engineering (Year Long)
	

	*Independent Living (Year Long)
	

	Inventions and Innovations (half year)
	

	Family and Consumer Science (half year)
	

	Art (half year)
	

	Introduction to Guitar (half year)
	

	Early Morning PE (Year Long)
	


* High School Credit Course
      I understand and approve my child’s course requests for the 2015-2016 school year.

__________________________________________

________________
       (Parent/Guardian Signature)


               (Date)

Please bring this completed form back to the Guidance Department or to your first period teacher by Friday, January 30th.


Course descriptions can be found on the reverse side of this paper.


For additional tips and help visit the registration video at: http://tinyurl.com/nb8pf2z
Course Descriptions
Band: This course will focus on developing musicianship by studying chromatic scale, major scales, drums (rudiments and various rolls), intermediate methods and rhythms, concert music, and rehearsal skills. Audition for placement required.
Orchestra: The Buford Orchestra program is arranged into four different levels-beginning, lower intermediate, upper intermediate and advanced. Each level focuses on playing technique, music literature, and performance appropriate to the level of the class. Audition for placement required.
Chorus: Come be a part of the Buford Middle School Chorus! This course is emphasizes intensive instruction in vocal techniques, reading and writing or music, vocal expression, dynamic contrast, signing in three and four part harmonies, musical notation, diction, sight reading, ear training, and breathing techniques. Audition for placement required.
AVID: AVID 8 is an academic elective that focuses on college readiness and skills necessary for rigorous high school coursework. Students will develop their skills in note-taking, tutor-facilitated study groups, and WICOR strategies. Students accepted into AVID 8 will be encouraged to enroll in higher-level courses. Application and interview required.
Spanish or French: This rigorous course is an accelerated high school credit course in the French or Spanish language and culture. Emphasis is placed on listening comprehension, speaking skills, reading comprehension, and effective written communication at the beginning level. Students must receive a C or above in part I to be recommended for part II.

Art (Year Long): Students will use a variety of mediums in developing painting and sculpture skills. Students produce works that are developed from preliminary ideas and sketches. They compare and contrast art from different world cultures and investigate how content can influence meaning.

Engineering (Year Long): Does engineering interest you? Do you imagine yourself designing solutions to problems? Engineering may be a career for you! Engineering is a hands-on course in which students work together to explore the fascinating field of engineering!

Independent Living (Year Long): This course allows students to explore strategies for living independently by focusing on relationships, applying financial literacy, and consumerism, managing resources in the areas of apparel, nutrition, and wellness and housing. They will develop leadership roles and plan for careers.

Inventions and Innovations: Do you remember a world before cell phones, the internet, or computers? Inventions have significantly changed the way our society and the world work! Inventions and Innovations will let students explore inventions and solutions and how to turn ideas into life changing inventions.
Family and Consumer Science: The students will focus on career research and workplace readiness skills. Students will develop a basic understanding of money management skills and will enhance their knowledge of nutrition and wellness practices. Students will also practice the use of the sewing machine.

Art (half year): Through application, art history, art theory, and formal discussion, students will deepen their knowledge and understanding of the visual arts. The course will explore line, value, perspective, basic design, printing, sculpture, and color theory. Students will be responsible for creating, organizing, and maintaining a portfolio.

Introduction to Guitar: Beginning guitar gives students the opportunity to learn via collaboration with peers, to gain responsibility and self-discipline through musical expression in a group activity. This course will include the study of beginning guitar techniques such as basic scales, strumming patterns, arpeggios, use of a pick, and chord progression.

